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can see that it is one's view of the moral personality that
determines the nature of the virtue-concepts; behind the
ideas of courage, prudence, justice, etc., stand those of the
brave, prudent or just man. Concepts of duty, on the other
hand, are formed under the influence of the objective facts
of moral action. Unselfishness, benevolence, liberality and
the like are general notions derived chiefly from individual
actions displaying the characters in question. This fact,
moreover, explains why the virtue-concepts should pre-
dominate in the earlier stages of ethical theory, while
those of duties are added or substituted later. Science
here reflects the actual development of the power of con-
ceptual thought In the realm of ethics, the individual
personality leads to the formation of concepts much earlier
than the character of actions does.1

The fact that moralists were so long satisfied with classing
moral facts under concepts that laid too exclusive and
partial stress either on the motive or on the end of action
is connected with the fact that these concepts were in-
accurately defined and limited; and this vagueness, in
turn, was due to their mode of origin. The ideas of the
virtues are not wholly without relation to an end, nor are
those of duties unrelated to the motives of conduct: the
element lacking to each class of concepts is tacitly supplied
in thought Moreover, of the two, the duty-concepts are
proved to belong to the higher stage of development, because
they indicate clearly not only the end to be sought, but
the norm to be followed. Indeed, their relation to the norm
is their most salient feature in the present state of ethical
theory, as is shown by the sharper distinction now drawn
between the theory of virtue, that of goods, and that of
duties, a distinction that came into vogue with Schleier-
macher. Thus, the idea of duty is really the pure conceptual

1 Cf. above, Part I,, chap, i, pp. 31-33.